""Every man who loves peace, every man who loves his country, every
man who loves liberty ought to have it ever before his eyes that he may
cherish in his heart a due attachment to the Union of America and be
able to set a due value on the means of preserving it."" --James Madison,
Federalist No. 41

"I think all the world would gain by setting commerce at perfect
liberty." --Thomas Jefferson

""We are firmly convinced, and we act on that conviction, that with
nations as with individuals our interests soundly calculated will ever be
found inseparable from our moral duties, and history bears witness to
the fact that a just nation is trusted on its word when recourse is had to
armaments and wars to bridle others." --Thomas Jefferson, Second
Inaugural Address, 1805

"[A] wise and frugal government ... shall restrain men from injuring
one another, shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their own
pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from the
mouth of labor the bread it has earned. This is the sum of good
government." --Thomas Jefferson

""Let the American youth never forget, that they possess a noble
inheritance, bought by the toils, and sufferings, and blood of their
ancestors; and capacity, if wisely improved, and faithfully guarded, of
transmitting to their latest posterity all the substantial blessings of life,
the peaceful enjoyment of liberty, property, religion, and
independence." --Joseph Story, Commentaries on the Constitution, 1833

"Is it not the glory of the people of America, that whilst they have paid a
decent regard to the opinions of former times and other nations, they
have not suffered a blind veneration for antiquity, for custom, or for
names, to overrule the suggestions of their own good sense, the
knowledge of their own situation, and the lessons of their own
experience? To this manly spirit, posterity will be indebted for the
possession, and the world for the example of the numerous innovations
displayed on the American theatre, in favor of private rights and public
happiness." --James Madison, Federalist No. 14



""Were we directed from Washington when to sow, and when to reap,
we should soon want bread." --Thomas Jefferson

""The steady character of our countrymen is a rock to which we may
safely moor; and notwithstanding the efforts of the papers to
disseminate early discontents, | expect that a just, dispassionate and
steady conduct, will at length rally to a proper system the great body of
our country. Unequivocal in principle, reasonable in manner, we shall
be able I hope to do a great deal of good to the cause of freedom &
harmony." --Thomas Jefferson, letter to Elbridge Gerry, 1801



