"Were we directed from Washington when to sow, and when to reap, we
should soon want bread." --Thomas Jefferson

"The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same time; the hand of
force may destroy, but cannot disjoin them." --Thomas Jefferson, Summary
View of the Rights of British America, 1774

"To say that the United States should be answerable for twenty-five millions
of dollars without knowing whether the ways and means can be provided,
and without knowing whether those who are to succeed us will think with
us on the subject, would be rash and unjustifiable." --James Madison

"If we can prevent the government from wasting the labors of the people,
under the pretence of taking care of them, they must become happy." --
Thomas Jefferson, letter to Thomas Cooper, 1802

"The principle of spending money to be paid by posterity, under the name
of funding, is but swindling futurity on a large scale." --Thomas Jefferson

"[A] good moral character is the first essential in a man, and that the habits
contracted at your age are generally indelible, and your conduct here may
stamp your character through life. It is therefore highly important that you
should endeavor not only to be learned but virtuous." --George
Washington, letter to Steptoe Washington, 1790

"The duty imposed upon him to take care, that the laws be faithfully
executed, follows out the strong injunctions of his oath of office, that he will
‘preserve, protect, and defend the constitution.' The great object of the
executive department is to accomplish this purpose; and without it, be the
form of government whatever it may, it will be utterly worthless for offence,
or defence; for the redress of grievances, or the protection of rights; for the
happiness, or good order, or safety of the people." --Justice Joseph Story



