"There is not a more important and fundamental principle in legislation,
than that the ways and means ought always to face the public
engagements; that our appropriations should ever go hand in hand with
our promises. To say that the United States should be answerable for
twenty-five millions of dollars without knowing whether the ways and
means can be provided, and without knowing whether those who are to
succeed us will think with us on the subject, would be rash and
unjustifiable. Sir, in my opinion, it would be hazarding the public faith in

a manner contrary to every idea of prudence." --James Madison, Speech
in Congress, 1790

"Nothing is more essential to the establishment of manners in a State than
that all persons employed in places of power and trust must be men of
unexceptionable characters." ——Samuel Adams

"A penny saved is two pence clear." --Benjamin Franklin, Poor Richard's
Almanac, 1737

What have we learned in 2,064 years?

"The budget should be balanced, the Treasury should be refilled,
public debt should be reduced, the arrogance of officialdom should be
tempered and controlled, and the assistance to foreign lands should
be curtailed lest Rome become bankrupt. People must again learn to
work, instead of living on public assistance.”
- Cicero -55BC
evidently nothing

"He that goes a borrowing goes a sorrowing." --Benjamin Franklin,
writings, 1758

"The same prudence which in private life would forbid our paying our
own money for unexplained projects, forbids it in the dispensation of
the public moneys." --Thomas Jefferson, letter to Shelton Gilliam, 1808



