
"Man, once surrendering his reason, has no remaining guard against absurdities 
the most monstrous, and like a ship without rudder, is the sport of every wind." --
Thomas Jefferson 

"Let each citizen remember at the moment he is offering his vote that he is not 

making a present or a compliment to please an individual -- or at least that he 

ought not so to do; but that he is executing one of the most solemn trusts in 

human society for which he is accountable to God and his country." --Samuel 

Adams, in the Boston Gazette, 1781 

 

"The citizens of the United States of America have the right to applaud 

themselves for having given to mankind examples of an enlarged and liberal 

policy worthy of imitation. All possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities 

of citizenship. It is now no more that toleration is spoken of as if it were by the 

indulgence of one class of citizens that another enjoyed the exercise of their 

inherent natural rights, for happily the Government of the United States, which 

gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance, requires only that they 

who live under its protection should demean themselves as good citizens in 

giving it on all occasions their effectual support." --George Washington, letter to 

the Hebrew Congregation of Newport, Rhode Island, 1790 

 

"No nation was ever ruined by trade, even seemingly the most disadvantageous." 

--Benjamin Franklin and George Whaley, Principles of Trade, 1774 

 

"I think all the world would gain by setting commerce at perfect liberty." --Thomas 

Jefferson, letter to John Adams, 1785 

 

"Harmony, liberal intercourse with all Nations, are recommended by policy, 

humanity and interest. But even our Commercial policy should  hold an equal and 

impartial hand: neither seeking nor granting exclusive favours or preferences; 

consulting the natural course of things; diffusing and diversifying by gentle 

means the streams of Commerce, but forcing nothing; establishing with Powers 

so disposed; in order to give trade a stable course." --George Washington, 

Farewell Address, 1796 

 


