
"Determine never to be idle. No person will have occasion to complain 

of the want of time, who never loses any. It is wonderful how much may 

be done, if we are always doing. And that you may be always doing 

good, my dear, is the ardent prayer of yours affectionately." --Thomas 

Jefferson, letter to Martha Jefferson, 1787 

 

 

"History affords us many instances of the ruin of states, by the 

prosecution of measures ill suited to the temper and genius of their 

people. The ordaining of laws in favor of one part of the nation, to the 

prejudice and oppression of another, is certainly the most erroneous 

and mistaken policy. An equal dispensation of protection, rights, 

privileges, and advantages, is what every part is entitled to, and ought to 

enjoy." --Benjamin Franklin 

 

 

"Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must, like men, 

undergo the fatigues of supporting it." --Thomas Paine, The Crisis, No. 

4, 1777 

 

 

"Gentlemen, you will permit me to put on my spectacles, for I have 

grown not only gray, but almost blind in the service of my country." --

George Washington, upon fumbling for his glasses before delivering the 

Newburgh Address, 1783 
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"Strive to be the greatest man in your country, and you may be 

disappointed. Strive to be the best and you may succeed: he may well 

win the race that runs by himself." --Benjamin Franklin, Poor 

Richard's Almanack, 1747 

 

"I have lived, Sir, a long time; and the longer I live, the more convincing 

proofs I see of this Truth, that God governs in the Affairs of Men." --

Benjamin Franklin 

 



"In planning, forming, and arranging laws, deliberation is always 

becoming, and always useful." --James Wilson, Lectures on Law, 1791 

 

 

"Human Felicity is produced not so much by great Pieces of good 

Fortune that seldom happen, as by little Advantages that occur every 

Day." --Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, 1771 

 

 

"If we can prevent the government from wasting the labors of the 

people, under the pretence of taking care of them, they must become 

happy." --Thomas Jefferson 


